
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 
 A December to remember has arrived! This 
past year has been so different for all of us but 
together we have made it through 2020. While 
our school year has been anything but typical, 
we as a Ridgeway family have kept going 
forward. December has brought us into the 
virtual world of PTA meetings. The PTA will 
meet virtually on Monday, December 7th at 
6:30 p.m.  Please check their Facebook page for 
information and a link will be coming out as 
well. We look forward to next school year and 
the hope of having the holiday concerts return. 
It is a part of the school year that Ridgeway 
administration looks forward to during this 
season. Students will not have their virtual 
classes on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
December 9th in order for staff to participate in 
county wide Equity training.  Student interims 
will be able to be viewed on Friday, December 
18th. Schools and offices will close for winter 
break from December 24th through January 1st. 
Students will resume classes on Monday, 
January 4th. 

December will be such a bittersweet time for 
me. Recently, you received the announcement 
of my retirement from Ridgeway and AACPS. 
This decision was so hard because of my love 
for the staff, students, and families of 
Ridgeway. Indeed, if my own family needs 
were not so great, I would have never left. 
Please know that some of the happiest years of 
my career/life have been spent right here at 
Ridgeway with each of you. I know that I am 
leaving the children in good care with the 
teachers, our assistant principal Mrs. Stalker, 
and the incoming interim principal, Ms. Kathy 
King Cole. I will carry the Marvelous Mustangs 
in my heart forever. It is my wish for each of 
you that 2021 will bring all hopes of good 
health, abundance, and love to each and every 
one of you. 
2021 will be the start of a happy New Year!  

Tracy Prater-Principal 
Ridgeway Elementary School 

 

Ridgeway Elementary 
School 

December 2020 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, 

and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state 

and school-based assessments. 

❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 

❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere 

through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      PARENT PORTAL 
 

PowerSchool Parent Portal PowerSchool Parent Portal 
is a powerful, easy-to-use, secure communication tool 
that connects parents/guardians and schools. Online 
access to class grades, attendance information and 
student schedules are available to parents with 
students in grades 1 through 12. For complete 
instructions on accessing Parent Portal go to 
https://www.aacps.org. 
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RIDGEWAY/ AACPS     
MEAL DISTRIBUTION 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools is providing 

a free breakfast, lunch, dinner and snack to 

children, ages 2–18, Monday through Friday. 

There are no income requirements. Meal service 

is available at Ridgeway Elementary from 12-

12:30 pm.  Children and families can go to any 

meal site – not necessarily their own school site – 

to receive meals. Families can pick up meals 

without their children present, but must register 

their name, the names, and ages of their children 

for whom they will pick up meals, and the meal 

site location by calling 410-222-5900. Parent and 

guardians can only request to pick up meals for 

their children. For more information, including 

the entire list of meal sites and their hours, 

please see www.aacps.org or call Food & 

Nutrition Services at 410-222-5900. A complete 

list of meal sites and service times as well as 

menus can be found 

at www.aacps.org/mealpickup. 

 
 
 
 
          

WINTER FUN FACTS 

http://www.aacps.org/mealpickup


 
  
 
 
 
  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
    

December 1      Newsletter is available online 

 

December 18    Interims to be released                                

 

 

December 24- Winter Break- 

January 3         All Schools & Central Office closed 

                                     

 

January 4         First Day Back from Winter Break 

 

January 18       Martin Luther King Day                        

                         All Schools and Offices Closed 

 

January 28/29   End of the Second Marking Period 

                           Central Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 
 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE…. 
KEEPING THE HEALTH ROOM 

INFORMED 

1. Be sure to inform your school nurse about your child’s 

health conditions or other special health needs to plan for 

safe management at school. Chronic health conditions 

may include asthma, seizures, diabetes, or life-

threatening allergies, etc. 

2. Remember to provide the school with current 

emergency contact information. 

3. Tell your school nurse if your child’s health condition 

interferes with school attendance. 

4. Make sure to tell your school nurse about medications 

and medical treatments your child requires during the 

school day. All medication requires a doctor’s order and 

must be brought to the Health Room by an adult. 

5. Tell your school nurse about any changes in your 

child’s health or mobility status, or about any infectious 

disease. 

6. Speak to the school nurse if you need to obtain 

information about health insurance for your child. 

Any questions or health related concerns? Please 
contact your school nurse:  
Krista Martin at 410-672-3346 
 
    
Steps to Help Provide Stability and Support to Children  

• Maintain a normal routine  

• Talk, listen, and encourage expression  

• Give honest and accurate information  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html


 
 

            

                       What’s Happening at Ridgeway…. 
 
ACC I-    Our theme in ACC 2 revolves around the “gift of giving” this month! We will explore why 

it is important to give back to others and how it can help our community when we support each other. 
We will learn what giving means in our first text, “Give Giving a Try”. In this story, students will be 
introduced to different ways people can give to help others. Students will learn that people can give to 
their friends, families, and communities. Our second text is called, “Kindness in the Community”. 
Students will learn how to plan and prepare greeting cards to give to the elderly in their community 
center. Our two nonfiction texts are “How to be a Good Volunteer” and “What is Empathy?”. Our class 
will explore what it means to be a volunteer and how to be charitable. They will distinguish between 
events that include civic participation and events that are for fun. They will also decide how they can 
volunteer in their own communities. Our math and science lessons will also utilize visual supports 
keeping with the theme of giving back and learning the different perspectives of others.   

Kindergarten- The Kindergartens are doing a wonderful job! We have accomplished so 

many things in our first marking period in virtual learning and continue to grow. This December in 

Literacy the Kindergarten students will continue to work on Interactive Read Alouds and Explicit 

Comprehension. We will be working on retelling the story, identifying key details, using pictures to 

figure out unknown words, characters, settings, and making connections between two texts. In 

Foundational Literacy Skills we will be continuing to work on rhyming, starting with syllables, 

working on beginning sounds, and learning more sight words. The students have done a great job 

with their assessments and starting in January we hope to work with students in small groups. More 

information on that will be coming to parents and guardians soon. In math, students will be 

comparing amounts to find out which is more than and which are less than. Students will also make 

and count sets of 10 in different ways. Later in December, the students will be introduced to addition. 

Don't forget to try and complete I-Ready math lessons each week too. In Social Studies, we will 

continue to investigate our neighborhoods and discuss natural resources and man-

made features.  The students will explore goods and services within our communities 

and learn how goods and people move.  We will end the month learning traditions 

associated with different December holidays. In writing this month, we will be going through 

the writing process while learning the fundamentals of writing a story. The goal is for the students to 

grow their writing skills with details in pictures and words. The students have been working so hard in 

class and we are so proud of them. Thank you so much for you continued help and support. 

First- Wow!  Time is flying by so quickly and it is December already! We are so proud of the hard 

work the students are doing in our virtual classrooms. Please keep up the hard, awesome work we 

know each of you are doing!  In Math, the children will continue to work on addition and subtraction 

to 20.  We will focus on different strategies to add and subtract, including adding 3 numbers.  In 

Reading, we will continue to work on comprehension strategies – describing the characters and 

setting, retelling stories, identifying the main idea, and identifying the lesson learned in the text.  

While we are virtual, it is especially important for your child to take time each day to read at their 

level.  This will allow them to practice using and improving their reading strategies.  In Writing, we 

will spend the Second Quarter writing nonfiction/informational pieces.  In Science/Social Studies the 

children will be able to describe how traits connect all living things. Thank you for your continued 

support and we hope you have a wonderful holiday season! 



Second- Here in second grade we are so proud of our students for a wonderful first quarter! As 

we progress through the second quarter, we look forward to starting new units in Math and Writing. 

In math, we will begin learning about money, specifically combinations of coins within $1.00. In 

writing, we are beginning our informational writing unit about animals! In science, students continue 

to learn about changes to the Earth's surface and weather events. In social studies, students are 

examining historical events from different perspectives. We look forward to another exciting quarter 

and wish all our students and their families a warm, safe, and wonderful holiday season! 

Third- In Language Arts, students will be practicing comprehension skills such as author’s 

purpose, point of view, main idea and details and making inferences.  Our math will cover 

multiplication, division, measurement, and fractions.  Please keep practicing multiplication facts with 

your child each day to help them become fluent in their basic facts.  In Social Studies, students are 

studying communities and culture. In Science, students will learn about the life cycle of living things.  

Fourth- In Language Arts, students are working on identifying main idea and interpreting 

information.  In Math, students will be interpreting multiplication equations as comparisons.  (Please 
practice multiplication facts with your child to help them become fluent in basic facts.)  In Social 
Studies, students are studying the colonization of Maryland.  In Science, students will learn about 
outrageous acts of Earth.  We hope that everyone has a wonderful winter break!  

Fifth- Fifth graders are working hard to master the virtual tools.  We continue to practice coding 

skills in computer literacy, and we will extend our environmental Literacy lessons just before 

break.  We have begun our unit on stars, sun, moon, and Earth. We will be completing a project on 

stars and constellations in the coming weeks.  We have also begun our unit on the events leading to 

the Revolutionary War. In our literacy lessons we have focused on note taking and using details from 

the text to expand our responses.   We are also starting a research essay.  In math we continue to 

practice decimal place value and will begin operations with fractions in the coming weeks.   

 

Media- The past few weeks have been AWESOME in media. We are loving how our Ridgeway 

students are tuning in to our lessons and are actively participating in each class period! This month 

we are focusing on coding. Computer Science Education week is in the beginning of December and we 

all will be participating in the Global Movement- Hour of Code. It will take us two to three class weeks 

to get the hour in. Happy Holidays from our Ridgeway Media Team! 

Art- K-2 artists will draw and color a layer cake inspired by the artist Wayne Thiebaud. They will 

also learn to draw a gummy bear and color it using the element s line. shape and value. 3-5 artists will 

learn about eight different artists and then draw a realistic castle. They will color their castle inspired 

by the artists if their choice. 

Physical Education- I just wanted to again say how proud I am of the Ridgeway Students 

who get up and move with us every class period to the best of their abilities. The month of December 

we will continue to focus on target activities as we work on propelling an object with both force and 

accuracy. Now more than ever we find ourselves sitting around on our devises and I is important to 

shut off from time to time and get up and get moving. Family movement times can be beneficial to 

everyone in the house. Try going for a walk each night for a half hour to talk about your day with your 

family and most importantly get up and get moving.  

 



Music- Virtual music classes keep rolling on studying such fun things as timbre, texture, 

harmony, one and two sounds on a beat, and many more!  Band, chorus, and strings have been 

meeting virtually and progressing in greater mastery of the student instrument of choice (yes, the 

human voice is an instrument!).  Everyone is working hard to remain engaged and capture the magic 

of music in the virtual setting!  Mr. Bosch, Mr. Fisher, Mr. Wertz, and Ms. Westermeyer wish 

everyone a happy holiday season and wonderful New Year! 

 Speech- 

DECEMBER WORDS OF THE WEEK: Chill, Chimney, Cold Snap, Dreary, Flurries, Frostbite, 
Gust, Icy  

WORD PRACTICE: Take a look outside, how would you describe the weather? Use your words for 
this month to talk about how it feels and looks outside!  

HOLIDAY CHATS!   Use the holidays to your advantage this year! Make a prediction about the gifts 
you’ll receive. Then, see how close you are after you open them. “Review” your gifts after you open 
them, comparing and contrasting each item to one another!   

Look through toy catalogues you receive in the mail and talk about why you like certain toys 
comparing and contrasting each item to one another!  

STRATEGY OF THE MONTH:  Whole Body Listening This month we are continuing to listen from 
the top of our heads to the tips of our toes. Good listening takes our whole body! When we are a 
whole-body listener we have: Hearing ears- Looking eyes- Quiet mouths- Caring hearts -Still hands -
Quiet feet-  

Try this at home! Set the stage for good listening by “quieting” your body and mind before a task or 
even before sitting down to chat at the dinner table.  

IDIOMS OF THE MONTH  

We know these sayings have a literal and a figurative meaning. Discuss the meaning with your 
child!  SNOWBALL EFFECT    ON THIN ICE        DON’T BREAK THE ICE  

Virtual speech reminder: As a reminder we have two speech language professionals working at 

Ridgeway this year, Linda Bruins and Jamie Tettey. We have two (2) Google Classroom codes.  We 

post a reminder in your child’s Google Classroom with the session time and the link the day prior, so 

it is important that you check the stream of messages. For some of you, we have also sent a Google 

calendar invitation that reminds you of the session in your email.  If you have a concern about your 

child’s speech and language skills, please contact your child’s teacher and we can complete a 

screening.   

Reading- December is a great time of the year to learn about holidays, traditions, and cultures. 

Grab your favorite holiday book, some hot chocolate and snuggle up together for a family reading 

night.  Families can use Scholastic Digital Manager on students splash page to access books.  Students 

can select books to read and families can read books together.  You can search books for Christmas, 

Hanukkah, Kwanza, and Chinese New Year. Enjoy the holiday season with your family! 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
I think we can all agree that the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic reinforce how important it is for all 

students to experience belonging and have the intersectional facets of their identity recognized and affirmed. It 

is my goal to continue our efforts at Ridgeway in social and emotional learning (SEL). This is an integral part of 

human development and the education we strive to provide here at Ridgeway. SEL is the process through which 

all young people (and adults) acquire and apply the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop healthy 

identities, manage emotions and achieve personal and collective goals, feel and show empathy for others, 

establish and maintain supportive relationships, and make responsible and caring decisions.  

We will use SEL to make advances in educational equity and excellence through authentic school-family-

community partnerships to establish learning environments and experiences that feature trusting and 

collaborative relationships, rigorous and meaningful curriculum and instruction, and ongoing evaluation. SEL 

can help address various forms of inequity and empower our students (and their families) to contribute to 

having a safe, healthy, and just community.  

There are five broad and interrelated areas of competences in SEL:  

• Self-awareness  
• Self-management  
• Social awareness  
• Relationship skills  
• Responsible decision-making 

Furthermore, research shows that social and emotional skills and attitudes also contribute to the other skills such 

as critical thinking. Please be on the lookout for when your student has their monthly counseling lessons. Also, 

your student receives Second Step lessons from their teachers in which SEL is the focus of those lessons. I look 

forward to continued relationship building during Community Circle time as well! The ongoing benefits of SEL 

are obviously needed now in these times more than ever. As always, thank you for your continued support. 

-Mrs. Stup 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the Month by 
demonstrating COURTESY throughout the school. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

ACC-1  
Ms. Hallinin-Angel L. 
 

Kindergarten  
Ms. Canelli –Charleigh J. 
Ms. Corso- Mayson C. 
Ms. Evans-Aubreigh G. 
Mrs. Calma – Bridget R. 
Mrs. Sweitzer– Antonella C. 
Ms. Webb-Grayson B. 
  

First Grade  
Ms. Choo-Nicholas L. 
Mrs. Clark –Isabel M. 
Mrs. Louvar- Andre C. 
Mrs. Klingensmith- Adriana C. 
Ms. Shiffrin-Chase M. 
  

Second Grade  
Ms. D’Angelo- Ajsa M. 
Ms. Gaunt- Ethan S. 
Ms. Johnston-Ashlyn F. 
Mrs. Sym- Caio S. 
 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Brown-Nicholas B. 
Ms. Downie-Abbie C. 
Ms. Potts- Ethan S. 
Ms. Stanton-Evelyn G. 
Mrs. Zak-Dorothy G. 
 

Fourth Grade   
Mrs. Carrigan- Rosemary T. 
Ms. Heisman- Lily P. 
Ms. Karamboulis- Leeya S. 
Mrs. Quarantillo- Owen S. 
Ms. Stepien- Daniel F.  
 

Fifth Grade  
Mr. Fox- Raven S. 
Mrs. Harper-Lippert- Rianna J.  
Mr. Johnson- Rylee P. 
Ms. Toth-Nathan A. 
Ms. Williams- Daniel F. 

 
Ms. Weisman 
Rey G. 



 


